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Our Video Library is available on our website! Our library includes all webinars, Reading
Around the Tree videos, and Music in the Treetops videos. To access this library, please
click here.

Anna Shaw Children’s Institute provides champion care to children and families for
happy, healthy lives.

August is Back to School Month

The new school year has started for
many children. Both parents and
teachers have pivotal roles in making
sure children learn both academic and
life skills. It is important for parents and
teachers to work in a partnership in
order for children to have positive school
experiences. Studies continue to show
that parent involvement is an important
factor in helping students engage in
their learning. Parent/teacher
communication is a key aspect in
promoting parent involvement. Below
are some tips for effective
communication:

Feel free to make the first contact
with the teacher.
As a parent, you shouldn’t feel you have
to wait for the teacher to contact you.
This is especially important if there are
specific things that would be beneficial
for your teacher to know about your
child.

Begin with a positive attitude. 

https://www.hamiltonhealth.com/services/anna-shaw-childrens-institute/video-library/
https://www.hamiltonhealth.com/event/6th-annual-north-georgia-autism-conference/
https://youtu.be/27TboGLPlVM


It is best to believe that your child’s teacher and the school system care about your child,
not just academically but emotionally as well. Begin your conversations with a positive
attitude and a willingness to partner with your child’s teaching team.

Ask the teacher for his or her preferred method of communication.
Many schools have communication platforms that are used to communicate with parents.
If not, ask the teacher if he or she prefers e-mail, written notes, or phone calls. If face-to-
face or phone calls are warranted, then determine a preferred time and/or place for this
communication.

Determine how often communication needs to occur. 
This will depend on the severity of the issue. More serious issues will require more
frequent communication. It is important to discuss and agree on what issues need to be
monitored and how often communication needs to occur. Be specific about the information
that you would like to know. For example, issues with class participation and/or negative
behaviors, homework assignments and performance, test dates, etc.

Become involved in your child’s education by becoming involved with the school.
Go to parent-teacher conferences.
Go to open house or curriculum night.
Offer to donate items to the classroom or volunteer for other activities.

Please be patient with your child's teacher as they begin a new school year. Some
teachers get 50 or more e-mails a day. If you feel a teacher is not being as responsive as
you would like, you may request a parent/teacher conference.

Even when parents do everything to their best ability, including having the best
parent/teacher relationship, and providing a strong support system for their child, some
children struggle during a new school year. If you notice your child is having
challenges, please discuss your child’s situation with your pediatrician. Your child and
family may benefit from a referral to Anna Shaw Children’s Institute. Our team of
developmental pediatricians, psychologists, and therapists will evaluate your child to
determine what barriers may impact his or her educational experience. Our family support
team, including our educational resource coordinator, RN care navigator, and resource
coordinator, can provide support and ensure your child’s needs are met.





Join us each Wednesday on the Hamilton Health Care System Facebook page for a book
reading around the tree by the Anna Shaw Children's Institute staff. There are also several
pre-recorded stories on Hamilton's YouTube channel. Click the picture below to watch
Lynn Sams, a speech therapist at Anna Shaw Children's Institute, read The Gruffalo by
Julia Donaldson.

https://www.facebook.com/HamiltonCares
https://www.youtube.com/user/HHCares
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Anna Shaw Children's Institute | 706.226.8900 | HamiltonHealth.com/children
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https://www.hamiltonhealth.com/services/anna-shaw-childrens-institute/
https://www.hamiltonhealth.com/services/anna-shaw-childrens-institute/
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https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://conta.cc/3hFNyDr

